
    
 

  Anne E. Moncure Elementary School 
       75 Moncure Lane , Stafford, Virginia 22556 
              540.658.6300 

BEAR FACTS 
“Engage and Empower all Learners to Thrive” 

Mr. Greg Machi—Principal                                                                                                                                                                         Mrs. Abbey Martinez—Vice Principal 

Upcoming Events 

4/4                  Author visit—Kevin O’Malley 

4/5                4th Grade Spring Showcase 

4/8                Magic of Science Assembly 

4/10             Teacher/Staff Appreciation Lunch 

                          **Wear PURPLE in support of                        

                         Month of the Military Child** 

4/11             Spirit Night/Chipotles                        

                         5:00-9:00 pm 

4/12               EARLY RELEASE 

4/15-4/19  SPRING BREAK 

4/22              NO SCHOOL—Professional Day 

4/23-4/26   Smencil/Spirit Stick Sale                   

                          Front Hallway 8:30-9:00 am 

4/24              PTO Meeting 5:30 pm 

4/25              Kindergarten Registration Begins 

4/26              Student of the Month Breakfast 

                        & Sprit Day—wear your Bear                     

                         Wear or blue! 

WORD OF THE MONTH: 

COOPERATION 

 

 
 

 

Hello Students, Parents, and Guardians, 

 Thank goodness, spring is finally here! This time of year, I like 
to remind families that with sports and other after-school activities, 
maintaining consistent schedules for children is critical for academic 
success.  Each spring, students need additional encouragement to 
maintain focus on homework and daily preparation. We want all 
Moncure Bears to be well-rounded and successful. Your guidance and 
support from home is greatly appreciated. 

 March was quite the busy month.   We were able to conduct our third 
Design Challenge Day, celebrate Read Across America Day (honoring 
Dr. Seuss), enjoy our 2nd/3rd Grade Variety Show, host an evening of 
Bingo with our PTO, and celebrate our talented musical and artistic 
students during the SCPS Fine Arts Festival.  Also in March, we       
recognized several Moncure Bears during our Student of the Month 
Breakfast, welcomed the arrival of spring with another spirited Bear 
Season, and showed our best smiles during Spring Picture Day.  
Thank you staff, parents, and PTO!  Without your help and support, 
these wonderful experiences would not have taken place.   

Looking ahead to April, we appear to be in for another busy month.  
This month, we will welcome Author, Kevin O’Malley, become       
mesmerized during an assembly on the “Magic of Science,” relish a 
tasty spirit night at Chipotle, celebrate learning during our 4th and 5th 
grade Spring Showcases, and wrap up the month as we enjoy the  
talents of our Drama Club as they  present “Beauty and the Beast.”  
Clearly, we have a busy April ahead.  We hope to see you around! 

 Mr. Machi’s Message: 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/2776


 

 
 
 
 
 

       Thank goodness spring is here! It will be a busy, fun April at Anne E. Moncure Elementary. We have some    
changes to the school calendar for you to be aware of this year. Spring Break is from April 15-April 19, we have a 
professional day for teachers and no school for students on Monday 4/22, (it’s a professional day for teachers) 
and students return to school on Tuesday 4/23. I hope everyone can enjoy some more family time on those days!  

      Thankfully, the weather will become warmer this month. Please make sure your child dresses appropriately 
for the day and any activities that they will be involved in while at school. Our students are very active and 
should wear athletic shoes or closed shoes with a rubber sole for P.E. and recess. 

I wish all of our Moncure Elementary staff, students, and families a happy spring and I hope you enjoy a   
wonderful spring break. Thank you for sharing your children with us; it is a privilege to teach them.  

                                                                                                                                                       Abbey Martinez 

 
 

 

Parents and students, it’s hard to believe we are down to our final stretch.  Our 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders are set to begin their 
SOLs the week of May 13th and testing will run through June 7th.  The best way you can support your student is by ensuring 
they are at school.  Students can also practice by using online sites, such as: Jefferson Lab (https://education.jlab.org/
solquiz/), SOL Pass (http://www.solpass.org/elementary.php), and BrainPOP (Students can use their Google username and 
password to access) (https://www.brainpop.com/) to review concepts.  We are looking forward to a successful testing      
season.   

 Kindergarten enrollment for the 2019–2020 school year kicks off across Stafford County on April 25th.  If you or any of your 
neighbors have rising Kindergartners, please pass the word along to enroll children ASAP.  With a short summer ahead, this 
is even more important.  Before you know it, we will be creating classes for the next school year.   

 Finally, the redistricting process has been rather difficult on our Moncure community.  Now that the School Board has made 
their decision, it’s time for us to prepare to say farewell to several amazing Moncure Bears and prepare for the arrival of   
several new cubs.  I cannot begin to thank our community for the kind words throughout the redistricting process.             
Regardless of whether your family is officially assigned to Moncure for the 2019-20 school year, I invite everyone to           
participate in the opening of our new building as well as attend school functions.  We love your kids and families and we 
hope to continue our relationships. Once a Bear, always a Bear!  

 As always, thanks for sharing your children with Anne E. Moncure’s staff and community.  It is truly a pleasure working with 
each of you and your children.  Have a great month! 

Greg Machi 

Mr. Machi’s Message continued... 

Mrs. Martinez’s Message: 

https://education.jlab.org/solquiz/
https://education.jlab.org/solquiz/
http://www.solpass.org/elementary.php
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/12309


 

 

 

- Have your child maintain a reasonable bedtime to do their best job at home and at school. 

- Ask your child to retell a story in their own words. 

- Be “word detectives” with your child to look for sight words that are being studied. Look for them as you read famil-

iar books. Create and write sentences using these words that “pop” up in stories over and over again. 

Looking ahead, kindergarten will have its Science Day in May. It will be a fun filled day of science exploration. We are in 

need of many volunteers to help, but please wait until the volunteer slip comes home to let your child’s teacher know you 

are available. 

As always, thank you for being supportive parents and allowing us to teach your precious child/children! 

~Kindergarten Gals 

“pen”-try reading “men-den-Ben”       “bug”-try reading “rug-mug-tug” 

“sit”-try reading “hit-fit-kit”                  “log”-try reading “dog-hog-frog” 

 

REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 25, 2019 

Be on the lookout for more information          

coming soon. 

                                                                     April 4
th
 marks the end of the 3

rd
 grading period for kindergarten. Your                            

                                                                kindergartener will be assessed for mastery in the areas of the report card that                        

                                                              have been taught. Please do not be alarmed if some areas do not have numbers.                       

                                                                   This simply means that we have not addressed those areas well enough to                  

                                                  assess them, or they have already been assessed prior.  Look for report cards to come                  

                                     home on April 12
th
. Please read the report card, make any comments you would like, and return                         

               your comment card and envelope as soon as possible to your child’s teacher. 

What can you do to help your child be more successful on his/her report card? Here are a few ideas: 

- Read to your child 15 minutes every day for fun & pleasure. Be sure to include fiction & non-fiction books, along 

       with poetry, comic books and the newspaper. Let you child see you reading. Have a night of “No TV!” 

- Ask your child questions related to what they read to see if they understand what they are reading. 

- Chat together about the characters & setting of a story. 

- Get your child their very own library card. 

- Review letter names and sounds as you travel and shop. 

- Check through your child’s recent report card and practice those skills that are marked “needs improvement” or 

with a “1” or a “2”. 

- Play with different coins by pretending you are shopping for small items. Pennies, nickels, dimes & quarters are our 

main focus at this grade level. With the change of coin designs, it is even more difficult for some children to 

grasp this abstract concept. 

- Practice letter patterns or chunks in words which we call “word families”. If you child can identify, read & write “cat”-
try seeing if they can also read “hat-rat-sat”. 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/21239


 
 
 
 
 
 
     As we head into April, we will planning for the final quarter of first grade! Within our 

language arts block,  individualized reading groups continue to be part of the daily       
routine. This month's focus will be on the following reading strategies: identifying main 

idea and details and retelling story events. In writing, the first graders will finish up a unit 
on opinion writing and begin a unit on informational reports. The focus for this unit will be 
writing the main idea (topic sentence) and supporting details. In science, we will cover 

units of study on natural resources, conservation (reduce, reuse, recycle), and plants. In 
the area of math, we will start with a unit on counting money and end with a unit on    
nonstandard measurement. Throughout this month, first grade will continue to work     

toward mastering number combinations to 10. Please continue to work on automatically 
recalling number combinations at home with your child! We are eager to see what our   

students will accomplish as we begin the final stretch of the school year. Enjoy the        

upcoming spring break! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  - First Grade Team 

 

 

 

 

Welcome SPRING!  Second graders (and their teachers) are enjoying all of the 
changes that come with spring and we are anticipating a busy month ahead.  In 
math, we will be counting money up to $2.00 and telling time to the five minutes. 
Please practice these two, very important skills at home with your child. We will  
also continue to review addition and subtraction with regrouping. As always, read 
with your child each night and remember to fill out the AR log.  New AR goals will 
be set before the start of the final nine weeks. Animals, life cycles, and habitats will 
be our next unit in science. We will be welcoming “Zoo to You” on April 24th here at 
Moncure and we will be taking a field trip to Braehead Farm on May 15th.  Watch for 
more information coming home with your child soon.  

 Happy Spring!  

 Second Grade 

 
First Grade 

News 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/21241


 

 

 

Now that spring has sprung many different behaviors have started to bloom.  Please take the 
time to remind your child about proper school conduct.   

                                                                                      FIELD TRIP 

The third grade team is planning a trip to the Friends of the Rappahannock River on May 29 and 
May 31 to learn about ecosystems, plants, and animals. We will need chaperones for this exciting trip, 
which will take place entirely outdoors.  The permission slip will be sent home when we return from 
spring break.  The cost will be $9 per person.  Parents who are interested in chaperoning can indicate 
that on the    permission slip.  Thank you in advance!   

As always, please continue to review your child's assignment notebook and homework assign-
ments. Third graders should read and practice math facts each night. Thank you for your ongoing help  
and support at home.  

 

 
       

      Thank you for all your support during the Science Fair projects. We know it   
becomes a family project for many, but we feel they learn a lot about the Scientific 
Method and are able to take pride in their work. 

      In math we are beginning graphing and continuing with problem solving using the various skills we have 
learned this year. Please continue to review math facts for automaticity. It is a skill they put to use in many 
areas of math and real life. 

      One of the best things about our Social Studies curriculum is that we live in the middle of the history of 
the United States. For those of you who look for things to do on the weekends, try visiting Harpers Ferry, 
Appomattox, Norfolk, as well as the historic triangle. These trips will review Virginia Studies and help      
cement knowledge for fifth grade history and United States 1. Try visiting Fredericksburg Battlefield and 
Chatham Manor to walk where Robert E. Lee stood as he planned his strategy to beat the Union forces. 
Visiting Chatham will enable you to view the Union’s dilemma from their side of the Rappahannock River. 

      We also have many interesting Science centers in the area. Virginia Beach Marine and Science Museum 
is only one of the choices. Many parks have science activities planned on weekends. Enjoy the warmer 
weather with educational trips. 

                Thank you for your help and support. 

Third Grade  
News 
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https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/486
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/486
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/487


 

 

  

 

      As the third quarter comes to a close, we are excited about all the fifth grade has accomplished. From  
Alcatraz to operating rooms to fashion extravaganzas, our fifth-graders are pushing themselves to learn    
every day. We are doing great things in fifth grade! We have completed our field trip to the middle school 
where students learned more about what middle school is like. In science this month, students have begun a 
unit on living systems (cells!). We are going on our Science in the Park field trip on April 23rd and 24th. In     
Language arts, students are finishing their work on descriptive writing and poetry and will begin reviewing 
key skills needed to further their education. Mathematics will cover perimeter, area, and volume this month, 
and in social studies, we are Heading West and beginning our Civil War unit. Also, on April 25th, we will be 
putting on our Living Museum where our students will become historical figures!  

     If you haven’t marked your calendar, please remember to mark the following D.A.R.E date:  
     DARE Race (5K, 10K, & 1 Mile Kids Fun Run) - Saturday, April 13, 2019 (8:30am-12:00pm) at Pratt Park. 

     April is going to be an amazing month! Have a fun and relaxing Spring Break! 

     Thank you for all you do and all your support. 

 

                                                                                   STUFF TO MAKE! 

Notes 
From 
Art 

 

The Sketchbook 
       Thank you everyone who attended our County wide fine arts festival and congratulations  to all our little artists. 

Our 5th grade artists are just now getting going on their work with Mary Blair. They experimented with block towers to   

create designs that were both aesthetically pleasing and structurally sound. The towers were photographed then the 

students drew and painted art in the style of Mary Blair based on the photographs. 4th graders have been creating   

tessellations and learning about the work of MC Escher and OP art. 2nd and 3rd grades are creating cities in the style of 

artist James Rizzi. Our kindergarten and 1st grade friends have been creating spring inspired work.  1st grade students 

learned about the life cycles of butterflies and frogs, then created clay frogs and butterflies with symmetry.  Kindergar-

ten students are focusing on flowering plants, the art of Monet and Degas. 

Scan left QR code  50 fun egg 
themed 

 crafts! 

Scan Right QR Code for 26 ways to 
decorate eggs! 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/488
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972


Show your support of our  

Military Children by  

Wearing PURPLE ON April 10th! 

THE OFFICIAL FLOWER OF THE MILITARY 

CHILD IS THE  DANDELION. WHY? 

Dandelions put down roots almost 
anywhere and it’s almost impossible to 
destroy. It’s an unpretentious plant, yet 
good looking. It’s a survivor in a broad 

range of climates. 
 

Military children blossom everywhere the 
winds carry them.  They are hardy and 

upright.  Their roots are strong, cultivated 
deeply in the culture of the Armed Forces… 

planted swiftly and surely.  They’re ready 
to fly in the breezes that take them to new 

adventures, new lands and new friends. 
 

Military children are well-rounded,  
culturally aware, tolerant and extremely 
resilient, they have learned from an early 
age that home is where their hearts are, 
that a good friend can be found in every 

corner of the world. 
 

They learn that to survive means to adapt, 
that the door that closes one chapter of 
their life opens up to a new and exciting 
adventure full of new friends and new 

experiences. 



 

 

Moncure, like all of the other Stafford County Public Schools, has 
suffered through the stomach virus, strep and the flu.  We are 
hopefully finishing with it.   

Parents, if your child throws up at night, has 
diarrhea or a fever over 100.0, PLEASE do not 
send them to school the next day.      
Stafford County’s policy is that a child must be 
fever free (without medication on board),     
diarrhea or vomit free for 24 hours before the 
child may return to school  If all parents      
follow this rule, we will get through the virus 
season much faster.   

     

 

 

 

 

 

     A HPV (Human Pappillomavirus) vaccine is recommended for children entering 6th 
grade. If the parent/guardian opts not to have his/her child vaccinated, the school divi-
sion will not require parents/guardians to sign a waiver form and no documentation is 
needed. Sixth-graders who do not have proof of HPV vaccine administration will not be 
excluded from school. Please be on the lookout for a letter from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia about this matter coming home with report cards this month. 

 

    Should you need assistance in obtaining the necessary immunizations for your child 
and/or health records, please call your child’s physician or the Stafford County Health   
Department at (540) 659-3101. The Stafford County Health Department offers free       
immunizations every Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
    You may also visit our website at http://stafford.schoolfusion.us for further                   
information under Parents, “Registering Your Child for School”. 
 

    We are looking forward to working with your child in the upcoming school year. 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/3754


Congratulations on another outstanding month!  We are getting ready to start our baseball and     
kickball units with 3rd-5th grades.  Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd will be getting into a tennis unit. 

Our KIDS HEART CHALLENGE was a huge success. While we didn’t reach our goal of $5000 for the 
American Heart Association, we did come very close with a total of $4700.  Thank you to everyone who 
raised money and all our students had a great time participating in our event.  If you did raise money, I will 
get the prizes handed out as soon as they come in, but that can take some time.  I appreciate everyone’s   
patience.   

             Anyone interested in running the 1 mile Great Train Race on Sunday, May 4th in downtown              
Fredericksburg, please check our website for a link to the registration page or go to www.runfarc.com and 
click the links to get to the Great Train Race website.  Registration can be found through that website or 
straight from www.racetimingunlimited.org.  This is the largest timed youth race on the east coast, and all 
participants receive a t-shirt and medal, along with some snacks and free ice cream!  Students who partici-
pate also receive 6 laps toward their running totals.  We do not provide transportation or supervision at the 
race, but will be there to cheer on our Moncure Bears. 

      The school with the most participants also wins an award and money toward their program, so please sign 
up and start practicing!!   

 Our lost and found is growing by the day.  

Please stop by and take a look if your 

child is missing an item. 

 With the warmer weather upon us it is 

helpful to write your child’s name on jackets, sweat-

shirts, etc. We can easily return items to students when 

we know who it belongs to.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
NEWS 

http://www.runfarc.com
http://www.racetimingunlimited.org
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/4184
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/4184


 

 

 

 

 

 

     As April arrives the 4th & 5th grade students are beginning a unit on playing soprano recorders, the 3rd 

grade is delving into more xylophone playing (with singing) and the Kindergarten through 2nd grade are   

working with percussion and introductory xylophone technique. During March, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade were 

introduced to beginning Ukulele playing and some chose to pursue the Ukulele club further in the Ukulele 

clubs on Monday & Wednesday, after school.  

     The MES Chorus and Drum Group performed at the Stafford County Public Schools’ Fine Arts Festival on 

March 30 – 31 and some representative 3rd graders were part of the countywide 3rd Grade Musical at the 

same festival.  

     May will bring our annual MES Spring Concert, which will feature the MES Chorus and Drum Group. The 

Ukulele Club will also perform, in May, on a date yet to be announced.  

 

 

 

If you need to report an absence, pick up early or make a 

change to after school transportation please email us at:  

MEFrontoffice@staffordschools.net.  Notes should be sub-

mitted by 3:00 p.m. and be sure to include the child’s 

name and teacher’s name. Thank you! 

Need more “Notes to School”? 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/2008
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/20122


 

 

6th Grade Orientation 
The 5th grade students on March 28th, had an opportunity to take a field trip to H.H. Poole, 

Shirley Heim or Stafford Middle School.  On this trip, the students got a chance to experience 

the life of a 6th grade student.  They walked through the halls of the middle school and looked 

into the classrooms. They saw such things as the choir, band, cafeteria, physical education 

room and even checked out a locker!  They had a chance to listen to the band/orchestra, and 

hear about the classes offered for them next year.  

Parents please do not forget to fill out the elective sheet for your student.  The earlier that 

you get the form in the better your child has of getting the elective that they want! 

Student of the Month Breakfast 

The student of the month breakfast will be held on April 26th at 9:30 in the cafeteria.  The 

word of the month is cooperation.   I look forward to seeing you there and celebrating your 

child’s hard work!  

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/3753


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fifth grade Focus students have been busy creating digital break out      
challenges.  They will share these with their classmates as they begin to review 
for the upcoming SOL tests, 

Fourth grade students will be busy designing video games using Scratch, a coding 
program.  They will be working hard on animation and sound.  

First, second and third grades will be begin units that include logic games and 
puzzles. These activities are both fun and challenging.  

Upcoming events: 

*The Stafford County FOCUS Festival is going to be held on Thursday, April 11th 
at Brooke Point High School from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  

 

 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1984


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Book Fair 

Thank you for another amazing book fair. It was       
fantastic to see students lining up waiting to visit the book fair 
in the morning, while browsing the transformed library it was 
clear students were inspired to keep reading. Thank you to our 
parent volunteers for ensuring every day of our six days of   
setup, take down, and running the fair ran smoothly. And thank 
you to everyone who purchased books at the fair to support  
additions to the library collection and reading programs at 
Moncure. This year we also had some fifth grade classes help 
out during our morning rush, assisting younger students with 
finding books and calculating totals, our 5th graders have a 
great knack for customer service.  

Author Visit 

Children’s Author Kevin O’Malley is visiting our school in April for engaging presentations on writing and 

illustrating. In advance of his visit we have been reading a selection of his outlandish and unique books in 

class and practicing our humorous writing. 

 

                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

                                              

Animal Crackers Fly the Coop 

Four animals that aspire to make it big as co-
medians leave their owners and seek their for-
tunes, cracking jokes all the way. 

Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude 

Two students narrate their scrambled fairy tale 
in this out of the box picture book. 

Captain Raptor and the Moon Mystery 

Captain Raptor and his spaceship crew rush to 
investigate when an unidentified object lands 
on one of the moons of the planet Jurassica. 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/799


 

 

 

 

 

 

Math MoMents 

Do you remember how excited your children were about math when they were 

young? How they were excited by patterns in nature? How they rearranged a set of 

objects and found, with delight, that they had the same number? Before children 

start school they often talk about math with curiosity and wonder, but soon after 

they start school many children decide that math is confusing and scary and they 

are not a “math person”.  

This is because math in many schools of thought is all about procedures,             

memorization and deciding which children can and which cannot. Math has become 

a performance subject and students of all ages are more likely to tell you that math 

is all about answering questions correctly than tell you about the beauty of the   

subject or the way it piques their interest.  

Given the performance and test-driven culture of our schools, with over-packed  

curriculum and stressed out students, what can parents do to transform math for 

their children? Here are some steps to take: 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fluency Without Fear                                            Can you build the figure with only four shapes?                  Can you 
build the 
figure with 
only four 

shapes? 

 
 

Math MoMents cont’d…. 

*The word maths is used in some places in this newsletter, rather than math. In the UK and most other countries they say 
maths partly because maths is short for mathematics, it is a plural noun. Mathematics was chosen to be plural to refect all the 
many parts of mathematics - drawing, modeling, asking questions, communicating, etc. Math sounds more singular and     
narrow (Do the math, usually means do a calculation!), and I prefer to keep the idea that maths is a multidimensional and   
varied set of mathematical forms and ideas. For more resources see https://www.youcubed.org 

Play Dreambox.  Put together a jigsaw puzzle. Practice your critical thinking skills by playing with codes, cypers, and problem 
solving. Do some family math problem solving together with Bedtime Math. 

https://www.youcubed.org/evidence/fluency-without-fear/
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/tangrams.html
https://www.youcubed.org
http://www.mathwire.com/problemsolving/pslinks.html#logical
http://www.mathwire.com/problemsolving/pslinks.html#logical
http://bedtimemath.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Glance at ESOL Around Moncure 

     Spring is finally in the air! Our students are blossoming with learning.                   
Kindergarteners are working on blending sounds, word families, sight words,            
diagraphs, and increasing listening comprehension. They are also learning to identify 
narrative elements like characters, setting, and more. Our 1st graders are writing      
using sequential words and adding interesting adjectives.  They are working on 
bumping up the rigor.  Second graders continue to learn how to answer                         
comprehension questions about their reading utilizing Text Evidence from the story.  
The have also learned addition and subtraction strategies with regrouping. Third 
grade is doing well with Main Idea and utilizing Graphic Organizers to find the WHO, 
WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, & WHY. 4th Grade has done an amazing job with Polygons. 5th 
Grade continues to learn about finding evidence to support their answers in a text. 
They are still working on comprehension skills, and highlighting important                 
information while reading.  
 
     English Learners (ELs) are doing a marvelous job this school year. Keep up the 
great work!   

 



PTO 
Corner 

Upcoming Important Dates: 

 Apr ??:                   Parent Gram deadline (email to:                                                                     
                                  moncureparentgrams@gmail.com w/your order ID #) 

Apr 4th:                 Author Visit - Kevin O’Malley  

Apr 8th:                 Magic of Science Assembly 

Apr 10th:              Teacher/Staff Appreciation Lunch  

Apr 11th:               Spirit Night at Chipotles 5:00-9:00pm 

Apr 12th:              EARLY RELEASE  

Apr 15th-19th:    SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Apr 22nd:             PROFESSIONAL DAY - NO SCHOOL 
Apr 22nd-26th:     Smencil/Spirit Stick Sales in the front hallway 8:30am-9:00am  

Apr 24th:               PTO meeting 5:30pm in the PTO Room 

Apr 26th:               SPIRIT DAY - wear your Bear Wear or blue to school 

Kevin O’Malley to Visit Moncure! 

We are so excited to have Kevin O’Malley visiting our students on       
Thursday, April 4th for three assemblies! He has a wild sense of humor 
that shines in his books and presentations. Originally trained as an illustrator, 
Kevin made his authorial debut in 1992 with Froggy Went A-Courting, based 
on a well-known folk ballad (a form that provides much of his inspiration). 
Kevin said that when he first heard the song, he didn’t know what the term 
“carding” meant. In his mind it conjured up a card game, so that’s the spin he 
put on the story. Froggy is a notorious gangster gambler, and Miss Mousie, his 
bride-to-be, an owner of a posh gambling nightclub. Needless to say, madcap 
action ensues.  

Since then Kevin has continued to express himself in his books. His works have included 
tales of a rhinoceros losing his homework, a jewel theft, and a quest to ride a roller coaster. 
His latest books range from nonfiction to raucous humor, with everything in between. He 
has always loved drawing and shares his enthusiasm for the medium with his talks with 
kids in schools. Kevin lives in Baltimore, Maryland, with his artist wife and two sons. 

Make sure to ask your student about his fun presentation! 

“The Magic of Science” Assembly  

In ancient times magicians wielded tremendous power in society. Of course 
today we realize that the mysterious world of magic is truly the fascinating 
world of science. All magic is comprised of illusions and the majority of       
illusions are based on scientific principles. Our students will enjoy a journey 
of exploration into the science behind the magic! 

Chemistry, magnetism, optical illusions, physics, and mathematics will all 
demonstrated in an energetic        performance perfect for Moncure Bears. 
Everything    performed has a scientific principle behind it - however, each of 
these topics will appear to our students as a  challenging and astonishing 
magic trick, some of which our students will learn how to perform at home! 

Smencil & Spirit Stick Sale  
Last call for Smencils and Spirit Sticks for this school year!  We 
will be selling Smencils, Smens and Spirit Sticks - all for JUST $1! - in 
the Front Hall Monday – Friday, April 22nd-26th from 8:30-9:00 
am.  Grab your favorites while supplies last!  
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